Chapter Eleven
IRAQ

Distribution of Minorities

THERE are no complete and up-to-date statistics of the
population of Iraq, and estimates of the size of the
minorities must therefore be treated with caution.   The
following figures have been arrived at by a comparison of
several estimates, but are no more than rough approximations:

Kurds

Turcomans

Persians

Assyrians

Other Christians

Jews .

Yazidis

Mandaeans

Shabak

Total .

Total population

800,000
75,000
80,000
30,000
60,000
100,000
30,000
3>ooo
12,000
about 1,200,000
about 4,500,000

These figures show that the minorities between them form
about a quarter of the population of Iraq. Of the minority-
population itself three-quarters consist of groups which differ
from the majority not in religion but in race and language. The
minority-problem is much more one of relations between Arabs
and non-Arabs than in the other countries.

The greater part of the minorities inhabit the north of the
country. Almost all the Kurds dwell in the mountainous north
and north-east, in which they constitute a majority. The
Yazidis are a compact community in Jebel Sinjar in the north-
west ; the Assyrians dwell largely in the Kurdish mountains and
the plains around Mosul, although they are also scattered in
other parts of the country. The majority of the other Christians
live in and around Mosul, the remainder mostly in Baghdad aad
Basra, The Turcomans affe to be ftxnKi m a iice of towns ^aod
villages running roughly stxitiheast from Mosul in the border-
districts between the predominantly KuixBsh and

Arab parts of the country ; their mam centre is KiifcuL   The
Shabak five oa the banks of the Tigris, south of Mosul, "
Most of the Persians &re ia Ae Sal Hofy CWes of

QI